Our Separation Together
Day 5: Inventive in Worshiping Together

Dear New Song Family,

Today is a monumental day in the life of Jesus’ church! I’ll tell you why five paragraphs from now.

Soon after my dad received Christ, I sent him a leather-bound copy of The Message. It’s a one-of-kind Bible. His name is embossed on the cover. 

Since his name is my name (Harris W. Seed II and Harris W. Seed III – a bit of a burden to carry), this precious piece recently came back into my possession. I’ve been reading today.

Listen to this – or better yet, read it out loud, so you can hear as well as see it:

Let’s keep a firm grip on the promises that keep us going. He always keeps his word. Let’s see how inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping out, not avoiding worshiping together as some do but spurring each other on, especially as we see the big Day approaching. Hebrews 10:23-25.

If every California church complies with our governor’s mandate, this may be the first Sunday Christians have not physically congregated in our state for over a century; and perhaps since our statehood.

If enough churches around the world are doing what we’re doing, today might be the largest virtual gathering for worship of anyone at anytime, ever.

We may be shut-in, but we’re making history!

We’re worshiping together today because of three little phrases in Hebrews 10.

1. “Keep a firm grip.” 

Maybe more than ever, our world is tugging at us to lose sight of the promises of God, isn’t it? 

We need to meet so we’re reminded that God is a promise-maker, and a promise-keeper. He will not let us fall.

2. “See how inventive we can be.” 

You’ve got to admit, if someone had told you a few weeks ago that the only way for us to encourage one another was to jump on computers and say hello to each other via a virtual chatroom while a worship service was going on, you’d have thought “That’s inventive!” wouldn’t you?

3. “Not avoiding worshiping together.” 

Never underestimate the power of worship. 
And never underestimate the power of together. 

These two are dynamite that unleashes power in our lives.

Read the passage again for good measure:
Let’s keep a firm grip on the promises that keep us going. He always keeps his word. Let’s see how inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping out, not avoiding worshiping together as some do but spurring each other on, especially as we see the big Day approaching. Hebrews 10:23-25.

Jesus, we’re gathering today because we need You. 
And we need each other. 

We’re gathering this day, because this is the day You rose from the Grave. 

Receive our praise as we sing alone together. 
Speak to us from Your Word. 
Keep us knit together as Your family. 

Thank You that there’s a BIG day approaching. 
Prepare us for it; even as You’re preparing it for us. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen!


1,000 blessings,

Pastor Hal
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