Our Separation Together
Day 6: Accomplishing in Isolation

Dear New Song Family,

I prayed for you this morning!

I prayed for your health and safety. And I prayed for your adaptation to this “temporary new normal.”

The pools are shut down, so one way I’m adapting is, I’m walking at Guajome Park. 

It’s a great place to celebrate God’s beauty this time of year. The air is clean and the grass is green.

There’s a bluff where you can see the mountains to the east and the ocean to the west. Psalm 96:13 says “all creation rejoices before the Lord.” I’ve felt it there.

Lori walked with me yesterday. She asked me “What do you hope to accomplish, and how do you want to become better during this time?”

I’ll ask you the same question: 
- What do you hope accomplish, 
- and how do you want to grow? 

After thinking about it, I’ve got three answers:
1. I hope to love on a lot of people this week (especially all of you). 
2. I hope to read and learn. 
3. I hope this little germ we’re all fighting will cause people to realize their dependency on God and turn to Him in large numbers. (Okay, so this third answer isn’t about me. But it’s a pretty good hope, wouldn’t you agree?)

During the Apostle Paul’s first lockdown in Rome, he accomplished two things no one but God could have anticipated.

The first was, he wrote letters that changed people’s lives. Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians and Philemon.

In our country alone, 168,000 Bibles are sold every day. How many lives do you suppose Paul has touched by just these four letters?

The other thing Paul did was share his faith. During his first imprisonment He wasn’t in prison. He was under house arrest.

His emperor was stricter than our governor. Nero assigned Paul an Imperial Guard. Twenty-four hours a day, the Apostle had an elite soldier beside him.

Paul told every one of those guards how Jesus had appeared to him. And changed his life. And that He could change theirs.

He reported to the Philippians:
“…what has happened to me has actually advanced the gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard, and to everyone else, that my imprisonment is because I am in Christ.” Philippians 1:12-13.

His guards rotated every four hours. Six times a day Paul was given a fresh warrior to witness to. He flipped the script on them! He used his captivity to set people free.

Over a two-year period, Paul led scores of soldiers to Jesus. Those soldiers spread the gospel to the whole Roman Empire. 

What do you suppose God wants to accomplish in this world during our confinement?

What do you suppose God wants to accomplish in you? Through you?

Here’s some direction from another of Paul’s prison letters. Hear it by reading it out loud:
“Pay careful attention, then, to how you live—not as unwise people but as wise—16 making the most of the time, because the days are evil. 17 So don’t be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.” Ephesians 5:15-17

Father, use this crisis for massive conversions.
Use it to accomplish things in me.
And use it to accomplish kingdom things through me.
In Jesus’ name, amen!

You are not forsaken! The Lord is with you, and I am with you in spirit!

Pastor Hal

Our Separation Together
Day6: Accomplishing n lsolaton

Dear New Song Family,
I prayed or you this morning!

I prayed for your health and safety. And 1 prayed foryour
adapation o this temporary new normal”

“The pools are shut down,so one way I'm adapting i, '
walking at Guajome Park

s a great place o celebrate God' beautythistme of year
“TheairIsclean and th gras s green.

There's a blufTwhere you can s the mountains 1o the east

and the ocean tothe west Psalm 96:13 says “al cration
Pfoices befoe the Lord Fve flt It there.

Lori walked with me yesterday. She asked me “What do you
Hope o accomplish,and how do you want t become better
during thi tmer

Fllaskyou the same question:
What do you hope accomplish,
and how do you want t grow?

Aftr thinking about I, F've got three answers:
1 1hope to love on a ot f people this week (especially all
ofyou)
2. 1hope o read and earn.
3.1 ope this e germ we're all ghting will cause people
o realize thei dependency on God and turn to Him in




