Our Separation Together
Day 30: What Is God Up To?

During my Life Group last night, one of our members told about crocodiles showing up on a beach in Mexico. Like the U.S., Mexico’s shoreline is in lockdown. Nobody’s been walking or swimming there for a few weeks, so apparently, the crocs are reclaiming their territory. And quickly.

That led us on to a discussion of the lowered CO2 and NO2 levels in China, the clear water in the Venice canals, the sighting of deer in downtown areas of South Korea and lots of ways our environment seems to be getting cleaned up.

Let me say that I have no idea if any of this is actually happening. But it does make me wonder if God may be working on a secondary good during this viral lockdown.

The Lord is always about the business of drawing people to Himself, perfecting the saints, and building His church. Whatever else He wants to do with this corona crisis, He’s certainly working on these.

But maybe a secondary item on God’s agenda is the cleaning up of our planet, even ever so slightly?

Consider this. As God was establishing Israel as a nation of faith, He gave them a directive concerning their environment.

“The Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai: 2 “Speak to the Israelites and tell them: When you enter the land I am giving you, the land will observe a Sabbath to the Lord. 3 You may sow your field for six years, and you may prune your vineyard and gather its produce for six years. 4 But there will be a Sabbath of complete rest for the land in the seventh year, a Sabbath to the Lord: you are not to sow your field or prune your vineyard. 5 You are not to reap what grows by itself from your crop, or harvest the grapes of your untended vines. It is to be a year of complete rest for the land.” Leviticus 25:1-5

These ancient farmers knew nothing of crop rotation, replenishment of nutrients, or the ergonomics of physical rest for themselves, for that matter. But God knew that resting the land and resting the farmer were good for both of them, so He commanded it of them.

The Israelites rarely, and perhaps never, obeyed this directive.

In 605 B.C., the Babylonians conquered the Israelites and exiled them from the land for 70 years. The prophets make clear that God’s purpose in allowing this was to turn their hearts back to Him. Yet, 2 Chronicles 36 lists a secondary reason for this forced exile.

“[Nebuchadnezzar] deported those who escaped from the sword to Babylon, and they became servants to him and his sons until the rise of the Persian kingdom. 21 This fulfilled the word of the Lord through Jeremiah, and the land enjoyed its Sabbath rest all the days of the desolation until seventy years were fulfilled.” 2 Chronicles 36:20-21

God’s ways are higher than our ways, and His thoughts than our thoughts (Isaiah 55:9), so we won’t know for sure this side of heaven. I’m confident that God’s primary plan during this situation is to make you and I more like His Son.

“I am sure of this, that he who started a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:6 

But maybe He’s also using this time to do a spring-cleaning on His creation?

Pray with me:
Lord, Your ways and thoughts are higher than ours. We don’t know exactly what You’re doing during this time. But we give You full permission to make us more like Your Son. And if You are doing other things as well, we trust You with them too. We know that You are a Good, Good Father. Have Your way, Lord. Have Your way. In Jesus’ name, Amen!

1,000 blessings,

Pastor Hal
