Our Separation Together
Day 47: How to Pray for Your Pastor

Here’s a question for you: does your life go better when your pastor does better? And another one: does the Kingdom do better when your pastor does better?

I suspect so. Paul seemed to think so. He coveted the prayers of his people. In three of his letters, he asked them to pray for him. Here’s the first one:

2 Thessalonians 3  (CSB)
Pray for Us
3 In addition, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you, 2 and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil people, for not all have faith.

Paul makes two requests:
1. That the Lord’s word will spread rapidly.
2. That he will be delivered from evil people.

Have you ever prayed those things for your pastor? They’re accelerants to blessings.

The second time Paul asks for prayer is in Colossians. 
Speaking to God and Others
2 Devote yourselves to prayer; stay alert in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time, pray also for us that God may open a door to us for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains, 4 so that I may make it known as I should. Colossians 4:2-4

His final prayer request is in Ephesians:
19 Pray also for me, that the message may be given to me when I open my mouth to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel. 20 For this I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I might be bold enough to speak about it as I should.” Ephesians 6:19-20

The Apostle wrote both Colossians and Ephesians from prison in Rome. He doesn’t ask to be released. He asks the Colossians to pray for an “open door” to speak Christ’s mysteries to the Roman guards and visitors who come to see him. He asks the Ephesians to pray for his ability to articulate a clear and bold message of the gospel. 

That’s the heart of every pastor I know – we want to see more people understanding the good news of salvation. 

So how can you pray for your pastor? You can pray that he walks with the Lord, hears His voice, is provided for, protected, and many other things. But in all three of Paul’s requests, his foremost request is for anointing to share the gospel fruitfully. 

Here’s how you can pray for me, or any other pastor:
Father, I lift my pastor to You today. Speak clearly to him every day. Bless his family. Protect them from evil. And above all, use him to bring people to Jesus, and use him to help us understand and live out Your word. In Jesus’ name, Amen!

1,000 blessings,

Pastor Hal
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