Our Separation Together
Day 44: More Prayers for People

The book of Ephesians is called a “circular letter.” It was written to be read in all the churches in the region of Ephesus. Like Thessalonians, Paul wrote it to people he loved. He helped plant the original church in Ephesus, then founded a school to train others to plant in the surrounding villages. 

How do you pray for people you love? 

In 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12, Paul prayed for five things:
1. That God would mature them so deeply that they would become “worthy of his calling.”
2. That God would “fulfill their every desire to do good.” 
3. That God would bless their “work produced by faith.”
4. That Jesus would be “glorified by” them.
5. And that they would be glorified by Him.

He added these prayers for his Ephesian friends:

Ephesians 1:16-19
16 I never stop giving thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 

Paul loved people. As we walk through this study of his prayers, you’ll see that in every letter, he gives thanks for people. 

17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, would give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him. 

Wisdom is different from information. Knowledge is knowing things. Wisdom is knowing what to do because of what you know. 

Revelation is something you could not know. It’s something that has been revealed to you, either by a person or the Spirit. 

Paul is asking that God will give the people he loves wisdom and revelation to be able to know, serve, and become like our Lord Jesus.
 
18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened so that you may know what is the hope of his calling, what is the wealth of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 

“The eyes of your heart” is a beautiful picture, isn’t it? He’s praying that people will be able to glimpse beyond what their eyes can see – see into the spiritual realm. He’s asking that we see “the wealth of His glorious inheritance” for those who believe.

The Ephesians were living in spiritual poverty. They couldn’t see the richness of what God was giving them. Paul is praying that see and live, not like paupers, but like sons and daughters of the king.

19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to 
the mighty working of his strength. Ephesians 1:16-19

“The immeasurable greatness of his power” is another beautiful phrase. Along with our spiritual wealth, Paul wants us see the limitless power that is available to us when we tap into God’s strength.

Here’s what I think: God has more for you. He has plans for you to become, wealth to provide, and power to work on your behalf.

Let’s add these two requests to our prayers for our  friends today. Like yesterday, list three or four people by name, out loud, and then pray this with me:

Father, teach me to pray like Paul. I want to pray powerful and effective prayers. I pray… 
(1) for the maturity of my friends today. Raise them to such a level of character and integrity that they become worthy of Your calling on their lives. 
(2) for their desires. Fulfill every one of them that is good. 
(3) for the work they are trying to do on Your behalf. Produce great fruit through them. 
(4) Be glorified by the actions and attitudes of my friends today. (5) And be glorified in them. 

Today I also ask that You…
(6) give them wisdom and revelation to be able to know, serve, and become like our Lord Jesus. And,
(7) enable their eyes to see the spiritual wealth and power You have made available to them. 

I pray all of this for myself as well. In Jesus’ name. Amen!

1,000 blessings,

Pastor Hal
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