Our Separation Together
Day 42: Acrostic Psalms

Here’s a bit of trivia for you: what is the longest chapter in the Bible? 

Answer = Psalm 119.

Psalm 119 is part of a unique group of Psalms called Acrostic Psalms. The Acrostics are poems in which each new line or phrase starts with the next letter of the Hebrew alphabet. 

The ancient Jewish people loved pneumonic devices. They helped them memorize. Seven of the Psalms were written in acrostic style. Pss. 25, 34, 37, 111, 112, 119, 145. You won’t see the pattern in English, but trust me, it’s there.

There are 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet. Any time you want to know what they are, turn to Psalm 119. The header of each section identifies the letter that starts each verse in that section. Each section has eight verses.

Here’s what it looks like:
1. Aleph (Psalm 119:1-8) 
2. Beth (Psalm 119:9-16)
3. Gimel (Psalm 119:17-24)
4. Daleth (Psalm 119:25-32)
5. He (Psalm 119:33-40)
6. Waw (Psalm 119:41-48)
7. Zayin (Psalm 119:49-56)
8. Heth (Psalm 119:57-64)
9. Teth (Psalm 119:65-72)
10. Yodh (Psalm 119:73-80)
11. Kaph (Psalm 119:81-88)
12. Lamedh (Psalm 119:89-96)
13. Mem (Psalm 119:97-104)
14. Nun (Psalm 119:105-112)
15. Samekh (Psalm 119:113-120)
16. Ayin (Psalm 119:121-128)
17. Pe (Psalm 119:129-136)
18. Tsadhe (Psalm 119:137-144)
19. Qoph (Psalm 119:145-152)
20. Resh (Psalm 119:153-160)
21. Sin / Shin (Psalm 119:161-168)
22. Taw (Psalm 119:169-176)

Psalm 119 is a masterpiece. It’s also an ode to the greatness of Scripture. If you have five minutes, you might want to read the whole thing. For now, let’s look at just one section.

The “Mem” section is a particular favorite of mine:
Psalm 119:97-104
מ Mem
97 How I love your instruction!
It is my meditation all day long.

The Hebrew word for “meditate” means, “to think deeply about.” Look at the promises the next few verses make, provided you will think deeply about God’s words all day long:
98 Your command makes me wiser than my enemies,
for it is always with me.
99 I have more insight than all my teachers
because your decrees are my meditation.
100 I understand more than the elders
because I obey your precepts.

Those are three valuable promises: 
· wiser than your enemies,
· more insightful than your teachers,
· and have more understanding than your elders.

The next two verses move from meditating to applying:
101 I have kept my feet from every evil path
to follow your word.
102 I have not turned from your judgments,
for you yourself have instructed me.

V. 103 reminds us of the goodness of God’s Word:
103 How sweet your word is to my taste—
sweeter than honey in my mouth.

And the final verse reinforces its benefits and application:
104 I gain understanding from your precepts;
therefore I hate every false way.

That’s the entire section. The next section begins with another compelling reason to let of the Bible pervade your life:
נ Nun
105 Your word is a lamp for my feet
and a light on my path.

God loves to guide you, friend. And His primary means is through His Word. Listen to it. Read it. Study it. Memorize it. And put it into practice. This may be the greatest secret to success in this world!

Pray with me:
Jesus, we have read Your Word and experienced Your guidance through it. Today, I deliberately choose to live by Scripture. Your word is a lamp, and a light, and a comfort, and an encouragement, and a challenge, and a transformer of my life. It makes me wiser, smarter, happier, more hopeful, more aware, and more able to rise above and make a difference in it. Thank You for giving us one volume, with 66 books and 1,189 chapters of richness on every page. In Jesus’ name, Amen!

1,000 blessings,

Pastor Hal
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