Our Separation Together
Day 38: And Another

The Book of Psalms seems to be our book for this season. Our meditations together on Laments, Praises, and Wisdom Psalms have generated notes of appreciation from all over the country.

So let’s continue with a fourth type of Psalm: Enthronement Psalms. There are at least seven of them. Pss. 47, 93, and 95-99.

Enthronement Psalms picture God in heaven. They help us imagine our Master’s majesty. They move us to worship by picturing our Unequaled Sovereign in His place of Sovereignty.

Let’s walk through one together. I like Psalm 96, for obvious reasons:
Psalm 96
King of the Earth
1 Sing a new song to the Lord;
let the whole earth sing to the Lord.

Won’t that be cool when it happens? It will one day.

2 Sing to the Lord, bless his name;
proclaim his salvation from day to day.

That’s a potential daily checklist: 
1. Sing to the Lord.
2. Bless His name.
3. Proclaim His salvation.

The Psalmist isn’t satisfied with “just us” singing, blessings and proclaiming. He wants everyone to join us because of our proclamation:
3 Declare his glory among the nations,
his wondrous works among all peoples.

Why would we want to do that? Because He is worthy:
4 For the Lord is great and is highly praised;
he is feared above all gods.

And, because there is no one else worthy:
5 For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols,
but the Lord made the heavens.

Here’s where the “Enthronement” part of the psalm kicks into gear:
6 Splendor and majesty are before him;
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

Can you see it? Can you picture the splendor, majesty, strength and beauty that surrounds our Great King?

If so, here’s what you should do about it:
7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;
bring an offering and enter his courts.

Picture God, in His heavenly robe, processing on the red carpet of heaven. He’s radiating, you’re adulating, the angels are elevating. 

The Message version translates v. 7, “Bravo, God, bravo!”

As we move from the Outer Courts, the writer helps us glimpse God’s Holy Throne Room:
9 Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness;
let the whole earth tremble before him.

At this point, the Psalmist imagines, not what it’s like for the Father currently enthroned in heaven, but what it will be like when the Son is finally enthroned on earth:
11 Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice;
let the sea and all that fills it resound.
12 Let the fields and everything in them celebrate.
Then all the trees of the forest will shout for joy
13 before the Lord, for he is coming—
for he is coming to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with his faithfulness.

You know what knocks me off my feet? The image of trees shouting for joy. In Tolkien’s “The Lord of the Rings,” the trees talk. When Jesus returns, maybe they’ll sing!

Worship with me:
Father, You are the Great King. You reign in heaven. Please reign on earth. Please spread Your glory across our globe. Today I will sing to You, and bless You, and proclaim Your salvation to anyone You put in my path. In Jesus’ name, Amen!

1,000 blessings,

Pastor Hal
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