Our Separation Together
Day 10: It’s Not Normal

I reread the story of Adam this morning. He might have been alone longer than we imagined.

“The Lord God took the man and placed him in the garden of Eden to work it and watch over it.” Genesis 2:15

Then, before ever meeting his wife, Adam was assigned by God to give a name to every creature in the Garden. There were somewhere around 35,000 species. How long might that have taken him? 

I flipped to the back of the book and read the words of John, who was living in exile on the island of Patmos. 

A month ago, if  you had told me that everyone I know would be forced to spend weeks in isolation, I would have balked at the idea.

“It’s not normal! Nobody does that.”

The Bible starts with a man in isolation, and ends with one as well. Maybe it’s more normal than we thought.

Adam’s son, Cain, was sentenced to isolation. 

Noah was shut in the Ark with only his family.

Abram left everyone except his wife and nephew.

David hid in a cave.

Jesus spent forty days in the wilderness.

Paul spent multiple times in prison.

There’s something more normal about isolation than I knew.

Friend, we are not alone in our aloneness. Most of the great people of God experienced it. Now we get to say that we’ve joined them.

Here’s what the Lord has to say on the subject:
“No temptation has come upon you except what is common to humanity. But God is faithful; he will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation he will also provide a way out so that you may be able to bear it.” 1 Corinthians 10:13

Lean in to this time! The Lord is with you, and He is faithful! 

What’s even better is, “he will also provide a way out…” We’ll be out of this soon enough!

Pray this:
Thank you Lord for this time of separation together. I know I’m not really alone. And I know it won’t last forever. I know You are with me. During this time, do in me what You want to do. And use me to help others who are feeling truly alone. In Jesus’ name, amen!

1,000 blessings on you,

Pastor Hal
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