Our Separation Together
Day 11: God’s Promise After the Plague

Do you know anyone named “Joel”?

I do.

He was a man of God who lived around 835 B.C.

Joel and his friends had lived through a devastating plague. 

Locusts had ravished their land. They came on like a cloud. The skies were full of them. Wherever they landed, they ate. And ate. And ate.

Grapevines were stripped clean. Fields were bare. Fruit trees were unrecognizable. Every green thing was gone.

Israel was a desolation so complete, you couldn’t gather enough grain to make a grain offering.

Listen to the devastation:
A Plague of Locusts
2 Hear this, you elders;
listen, all you inhabitants of the land.
Has anything like this ever happened in your days
or in the days of your ancestors?
3 Tell your children about it,
and let your children tell their children,
and their children the next generation.
4 What the devouring locust has left,
the swarming locust has eaten;
what the swarming locust has left,
the young locust has eaten;
and what the young locust has left,
the destroying locust has eaten. 
Joel 1:2-4

Sounds even worse than what our economy could experience soon, doesn’t it?

God taps Joel on the shoulder and says, “Warn the people. Tell them to turn to me.”

God’s Call for Repentance
12 Even now—
this is the Lord’s declaration—
turn to me with all your heart,
with fasting, weeping, and mourning.
13 Tear your hearts,
not just your clothes,
and return to the Lord your God.
For he is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger, abounding in faithful love,
and he relents from sending disaster. 
Joel 2:12-13

Our world needs these words, doesn’t it?

God, through Joel, says, “If you will turn to me with all your heart, here’s what I will do.”

God’s Response to His People
Children of Zion, rejoice and be glad
in the Lord your God,
because he gives you the autumn rain
for your vindication.
He sends showers for you,
both autumn and spring rain as before.
24 The threshing floors will be full of grain,
and the vats will overflow
with new wine and fresh oil.
25 I will repay you for the years
that the swarming locust ate,
the young locust, the destroying locust,
and the devouring locust— Joel 2:23-25a

Joel is one of the Bible’s smallest books. Yet it contains one of its greatest promises: “I will repay you for the years the locust ate.”

Translated, “God’s going to see you through this. He’s going to take care of you. Anything you might lose, He’ll give back eventually.”

Walk with God, friends. Turn back to Him if you’ve turned away. Claim this promise if you claim closeness to Christ: whatever is taken from you during this plague we are experiencing, God will repay. He will restore to you the years the locust destroy!

Pray this:
Lord, I turn to You with all my heart. Thank you for being gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in faithful love. Diminish this virus’s effects, even before they happen. And restore for all Your people anything we might lose during this season, me included.  In Jesus’ name, amen!

1,000 blessings on you,

Pastor Hal

P.S. – I hope I see you in church tonight or tomorrow. www.newsongchurch.com
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