
Our Separation Together
Day 12: Without the Church

Today is Sunday.

The Bible calls it, “The Lord’s Day,” in Revelation 1:10.

Less than a month ago, over two billion church-goers were gathering on the Lord’s Day someone around the world.

In cathedrals and classrooms, apartments and assembly halls, under trees and in caves, Christians gathered for church everywhere.

In many countries today, no physical gatherings will take place.

That made me wonder: what if the church ceased to exist?

The church is a big target, so it takes lots of criticism. But think for a second about the good things the church has done and you’ll want to be part of it more than ever.

Around 150 B.C. Polybius wrote, “In Rome no one ever gives away anything to anyone if he can help it.”[1] There was little charity before the church was born.

Around 200 A.D., a pastor named Tertullian wrote, “It is our care of the helpless, our practice of loving kindness that brands us in the eyes of our opponents.”[2]

Jesus taught us to love our neighbors as ourselves, so Christians support widows, orphans, the sick and disabled, the unemployed and imprisoned.

The Council of Nicaea (325 A.D.) decreed that wherever a major cathedral was to be built, the Church would also build a hospital.

St. Gregory, Bishop of Constantinople preached, “Lepers have been made in the image of God in the same way you and I have, and perhaps preserve that imagine better than we.”[3] And so ministry to lepers began.

In 800 A.D. Emperor Charlemagne created public education. Why? He wanted every child in his realm to be able to read the Bible.

Churchmen founded 92% of America’s first 138 colleges.[4]

In 1836, Pastor Theodor Fliedner founded the nursing profession.[5]
In 1863, churchman Henri Dunant founded the Red Cross. In 1864, he helped develop the Geneva Convention.

Christians were the driving force behind the abolition of slavery in our country and many others.
In the 19th century, members of the Church founded Alcoholics Anonymous, Compassion International, Food for the Hungry, Samaritan’s Purse, the Rescue Mission, the Salvation Army, the YMCA, and World Vision.

I could go on. But you get the point.

Don’t take the Church for granted. It’s got flaws because it’s made up of flawed people.
In spite of its failings, I contend that it is the most transformative institution on earth.

Our world needs the Church!

And I need the Church.

And you need the Church.

Fortunately, the Church is going to be around, forever.

Revelation 19:7 pictures a great banquet at the end of time called, “The Marriage Feast of the Lamb.”

This wedding will make rock concerts look weak and Super Bowls seem boring.

“Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage feast of the Lamb!” Revelation 19:9

Oh, how we need the Church.

My greatest corona fear is not that illness or jobless will overtake us. It’s that lukewarmness will cause Christians to get in the habit of skipping weekend worship and decide they don’t need the Church when we’re able to get back together again.

Please don’t let that happen to anyone in your household, or anyone you know.

I rejoiced with those who said to me:

“Let us go to the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1

We may not be able to go to “the house,” today. But I hope you will be “part of the house,” online.

Pray with me:
Jesus, thank You for building Your church. I want to be a vital part in it. Strengthen Your Bride while we’re apart. And when this is all over, bring us back together stronger, and more numerous, and more vibrant than ever. In Jesus’ name, amen!

1,000 blessings on you,

Pastor Hal

